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Dear Members and Friends: 


Whenever I go to the Near East’ I take two hats along, the one to 
use when I am representing the Oriental Insitute of the University of Chicago, and 
the other to use when I am representing the imerican Schools of Oriental Research, 
At the moment I am sitting in the living roon of the Annual Professor's apartment 
of the American School of Oriental Research at Jerusalem in Jordan, but I'm wear~ 
ing both hats, —- to keep warm, It is still cold up here on the old Judaean mountain 
tops at this time of yeer. A few almond trees are in bloom and over at the Museum 
a few daffodils are cut, ‘hhen the sun is shining it werms things up outside, but 
the winter's cold is still in the stone walls of the School building and in the well- 
polished tiles on its floors, But it is grand to be here at any time of the year, 
so let me tell you briefly about my trip and what is going on, especially at Jeri-~ 
cho, ' 

I landed by plane at Beirut on February 5 and spent two pleasant days there, mostly 
taking care of business matters, The most delightful part was dinner with the 
Seyrigs at the ever—hospitable Institut Froncais d'Archeologie, The Institut is 
‘in a very real sense the archaeological cross-roads of the Near East and one never 
stops there without benefiting both from the kindness of Prof, and Mrs. Seyrig and’ 
from the opportunity for an exchenge of archaeological news items, At Beirut, too, 
I mobilized the Oriental Institute jeep that Mr. Gustavus Swift Jr, ond I hed used 
during the preceding year, and in it began the longish trip over Damascus and Amman 
to Jerusalem, It was a bit néw mking this trip solo, but everything went very 
smoothly, especially the jcep. 


At Damascus I had the pleasure of greeting agnin Selim’ Bey Abdul—Hek, Director of 
the Syrian Department of jntiouities, Dr, Yussuf Sabeh, Director of the Museum, and 
Sayyid Shafik Imam, Director of the Ethnological Museum now taking shape under his 
hands in the Palois Azem, Of especial interest were the finds of the latest season 
at Mari, including a’ group of about ten Sumerian statues with inscriptions, one 
about 24 inches high, others in a descending scale. I visited also the Swedish 
excavations being conducted at Tell Salihiyeh in the Damascus oasis, some 25 kilo- 
meters to the erst of the city. Dr. Haldar of Uppsala was unfortunately laid low 
‘with Typhus in December, leaving the work entirely te the competent hands of Dr, 
and Mrs. H. von der Osten, whom it was pleasant indeed to sce, in Ali sharlike 
step-trench h-d laid bsre ¢« succession of levels from Roman to Enrly Bror.ze, giving 


the first clecr indication of stratification over millenias of time in inland, 
southern Syrica, 


It wes a blustery, cold rainy day when I left Demascus headed for Jerusalen, but I 
could not wait for better weather since my tronsit visa was expiring. My jeep had - 
no door on the driver's side and the wind and rain and sieet pelted me unnercifully, 
especiclly on the last and more westerly leg of the trip, from :mman to es—Salte 

But aftcr a short stop for tea at the Jericho dig, I mide Jerusalem safely by 6.30 
P.M. and wes most cordially received by Mrs. Tushinghan, the gucsts cond visitors at 
the Schoo]. (Director, Fellows and Students were all at Jericho, of course) and by 
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the help. It ws certainly pleasant to be once more in solid, familiar quarters, 
in what, since the days of Drs. Albright end Glueck I have come to know és "home" 
here ot Jerusalem, Of course the lights went out that night, right in the middle 
of dinner, and the city wes without electricity till next morning, due to some 
factors connected with the storm, but that made it seem all the more like old 
times ond besides it made the werm bed all the more logical a place to seek, 


Since ny arrival I have paid two further visits by jeep to Jericho and to the 
excavations being conducted there jointly by the British and imerican Schools under 
the direction of Miss Kathleen Kenyon with Douglos Tushingham as second in command, 
Miss Kenyon wes kind enough to give me 1 personally conducted tour about the mound 
ond I greatly apprecinted not only her kindness but also the clear picture of the 
expedition's efforts that resulted from her interpretation of the structures and 
levels laid bare, Her expert guidance has not’only made the work of 1952 and 1953 
clarify on . difficult site, mch pulled about, the picture of archaeological 
stratification left obscure or confused by the work of Garstang and Sellin—wWatzin- 
ger, but has also provided optimum conditions for < joint enterprise of the most 


successful sort and a fine opportunity for the training of associczted and younger 
staff members and students, 


Those who have read Dr, Tushingham's February newsletter will not nced to have me 
rehearse here what he has so fully set forth about the neture of the present sease 
on's efforts, Work is progressing in all the areas he hes described, but off the 
mound exciting new discoveries seem to be the order of the day, On the talus slopes 
running up to the great bastion of the Judean massif the expedition has been search— 
ing for and finding the tombs of Jericho's ancient inhabitants, Some, of the later 
Iron Age, are reached by horizontal passages while others, pirticulerly of the 

Early and Micdle Bronze periods, are reached by vertical shafts offen’10 or more 

feet -deep, To locate these shafts is itself no small accomplishment, it the bottam 
of the shaft a large stone is normally found leaning ag-inst the side of the shaft 
‘wall amd closing the entrance to a circular chamber some ten feet in diameter and 
perhaps four or five feet high, This is the tomb proper, On the very day thet I 
poid my first visit to Jericho another such tomb was opened, a tomb hitherto mk 
untouched and probably the most revealing as yet found:in Palestine, You may have 
read an announcement of its discovery in the public press, The tomb wos that of a 
person of no small importance, He was laid out on a wooden bicr still well pre— 
served, “..longside him on a fine wooden table were set bowls made of wood contain— 
ing food, including large joints of meat dessicated but still well preserved. The 
table was of interesting workmanship with three legs and a rail dowelled to the 

rim of its surface, The wooden bowl had four hook-sh-ped handles carved from the 
Originel block as integral ports of the vessel and giving it Something of a tom ~~ 
toise-like appearance, Besides there were wicker baskets with wooden combs in them, 
the remains of a wooden chest with bone inlay strips decorrtec with the circle and 
dot design, All these things could be scen through the narrow entrance together 
with a good array of pots stacked toward the back’ of the tomb, What else the 
Gredual removr'i of the visible objccts may reveal, r emmins to be seen, What is 
visible now gives 4 very complete picture of burial customs in the Middle Bronze 
period and a fine c nception of the craftsmanship of the dcy. 


The entire lower Jordan valley this year is humming with arch»eological activity, 
In the area immediately south of the Syrian and Israeli border an archaeological 
survey is in progress under Jemes Melaart and Henri de Contenson, This is supple— 
menting the work cone by our colleague end the former Director of the American 
School, Dr, Nelson Glueck, enc is in preporetion for the development of an irriga— 
tion project that is to benefit by the constrnetion of 2 dam on the Yarrmk, 4. new 


variont upon the prupusals of the Clapp Report is involved here, The survey is being 
concneted with Point Four help. 
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jt Khirbet Mefjer, just north of Jericho, Herr Gauer, who has been associated with 
mosoic work in Palestine for mny yecrs, is engsged in repairing the damages done 
to the mosaics of the great basin in the court of the Hisham Prlcce by the fall of 
the columnar decorations hundreds of years ago, The work here is a part of the 
uncertsking of salvage, repair, stucco-assembly, dreofting and publication being 
financed by a gift of Mr, John D. Rockefeller Jr, uncer the auspices of the Pales- 
tine irchaeological Museum, 


Most important of 211 are the operations currently in progress along the western 
sice of the Dead Sea, where the Ecole Biblique uncer the direction of Pere de Vaux 
4s just beginning work in the srea of the Qumran Caves and where the Belgians under 
Col, lippens are tackling the site of Khirbet Mirt, In both cazes the search is 

for more manuscript netericl and importsnt discoveries may be expected, In the 

course of the next deys I hope to visit the operations anc to get a clearer picture 
of the gcography end the possibilities of the region, 


What hos suggestec these new enterprises in the crid region along the western part 
of the Decd Sea is of coursé the ciscoverics mace there since 1947, beginning with 
the famous Dead Ses Scrolls, Since that time the Palestine Museum, the Ecole 
Biblique anc the :merican School here have ail participated in cave clearance in 
the area, The results have been almost unbelievably good, provicing material of 

on inportance thet con scarcely be overestimtecd, I have just had an opportunity 
to scrutinize hurriedly the manuscript of the volume which Mr, Harcing, the 
Dominican Fathers de Vaux, Barthelemy anc Milik, Mrs. Grace Crowfoot anc Mr. Hede 
Plencerleith of the British Museum now’ have ready for publication on the supple 
mentary finds in the first Qumran Cave, the one thet yielded the original Dead Sea 
Scrolls, No more important publication hes been prepared for mony years on mater 
izls produced by’ the spade in Palestine, Its comprehensive statement on the history 
of the discovery, on the pottery and the textiles anc on the fragments of a wice 
range of manuscript material mekes it eclipse even the American Schools! own work 
on the Dead Sea Scrolls in overall igportance, Its appearence uncer the imprint of 
the Clarendon Press will be eagerly awited by 211 stucents not only of the Old 
Testament but of the religious history of the first century of our era, 


In the steel cabinets of the Palestine Archaeological Museum repose even more ex- 
tensive quentomties of other monuscript moterials, all of them highly fragmentary 
but 211 of them highly important, currently being investigated and enalyzed by the 
scholars of the Ecole Biblique, Some of this comes from excavations concucted during 
the pest two years, The larreest single addition was mace by purchase curing the 
current winter anc cerives from clencestine bedu operations in the area, There are 
literslly bushels of materials, oll highly fragmentary, but often permitting of 
assemblage or association by the simple criterion of the color of the parchment and 
the nature of the script. The area from which this m terial came is now under such 
close military guerc that even the archze»logists have 2 time getting acmission to 
it, so that hopefully clandestine excavation will be at an end or minimized, Mean- 
While with the Dominicans anc the Belgians actively at work in the refion it may be 
that some completely untouched deposits of litersery materials will be founc, Cur- 
rently there is ro one thing more important tc Jo in Palestinian archzeolory than 
to sce that the treasures of the refion in question are put in safe keeping and 
there is no fielc of research of greater immecinte promise then the stucy of the 
Matcrinis the region has produced. 


Carl H. Kraeling. 








